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Press Information 

250th anniversary of the birth of Beethoven 

Surprising and fascinating facts 

Frankfurt am Main, December 2019 – In 2020, Germany is marking the 250th 

anniversary of Ludwig van Beethoven’s birth. He was celebrated as a virtuoso in his 

lifetime, and has achieved immortality as a composer. Born in the Rhineland, Beethoven 

is revered as a cosmopolitan revolutionary and visionary whose musical achievements 

marked the high point of Viennese Classicism and paved the way for the Romantic 

Period.  

Beethoven’s musical legacy 

Beethoven’s works comprise around 700 compositions, including  

• the opera Fidelio (1805); 

• nine symphonies, the most popular of which are today the Third (Eroica), the 

Fifth (Symphony of Fate) and the Ninth with its final movement, Ode to Joy; 

• five piano concertos, one violin concerto and the Triple Concerto; 

• choral works, including cantatas and the Choral Fantasy; 

• numerous lieder; 

• church music, including the Mass in C major and the Missa Solemnis; 

• countless pieces of chamber music, including 16 string quartets, piano quartets, 

piano trios and 32 piano sonatas.  
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Defining times in Beethoven’s life and contemporary historical events  

1770 Baptised on 17 December in Bonn.  

1778 First performance during an academy concert in Cologne. 

1781 Pupil of Christian Gottlob Neefe, court organist. 

1783 The three Kurfürsten Sonatas are his first compositions to 

appear in print. 

1784 Beethoven appointed assistant court organist. 

1787 First trip to Vienna to take lessons with Mozart. The route takes 

him through Koblenz, Limburg, Frankfurt, Würzburg, 

Nuremberg, Regensburg and Passau. 

1788-89 Enrols at the University of Bonn. French Revolution. 

1792 Second trip to Vienna, lessons with Haydn. 

1794 French troops occupy the Rhineland. The trip to Vienna 

becomes a permanent stay. 

1796 Travels to Prague, Dresden, Leipzig and Berlin with his patron 

Count Lichnowsky. Meets Friedrich Wilhelm II. 

Beethoven falls ill and consults various doctors, who are all 

unable to help him. 

1798 Beethoven starts to go deaf; makes plans for first symphony. 

1799 Josephine Brunsvik becomes his great love (Immortal 

Beloved?) Suffers bouts of depression. 

1802 Depressed; stays in Heiligenstadt in an attempt to improve his 

health (Heiligenstadt Testament). 

1804 Napoleon crowns himself emperor; a disillusioned Beethoven 

strikes his dedication from the manuscript for the Third 

Symphony. 

1805 First performance of Fidelio is a flop with the audience. Nine 

years later, the opera finally achieves success. 

1809 Beethoven decides to stay in Vienna and receives a salary 

from Archduke Rudolph, among others. 

1812 Bettina Brentano arranges for him to meet with Goethe. 

1813 Battle of Leipzig. 

1814 Congress of Vienna (map of Europe is redrawn following 

Napoleon’s defeat). 

1815 Becomes the legal guardian of his nephew Karl. 

1827 Beethoven dies on 26 March in Vienna. Some 20,000 

mourners follow his coffin. 
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Other interesting facts 

Beethoven defines the CD 
During the development of the audio CD, Sony president Norio Ohga stipulated that the 
Ninth Symphony must fit on a single disc. A recording with conductor Wilhelm 
Furtwängler lasted 74 minutes, which determined the audio CDs’ storage capacity. 

Beethoven’s music is the second most popular on Spotify 
Every month, some 5.1 million users play works by Beethoven. Only Johann Sebastian 
Bach (5.5 million plays) is more popular with this predominantly young audience.  

Beethoven around the world 
A map of the world with around 700 entries for streets and squares named after 
Beethoven on all five continents demonstrates the composer’s universal appeal. 
Germany leads the way with more than 300 streets named after Beethoven.  

Beethoven in space 
An asteroid in the belt between Mars and Jupiter has been named Ludwig van 
Beethoven. 

Roll over Beethoven 
Chuck Berry recorded this song in Chicago in 1956, creating a link between the hero of 
Viennese Classicism and the emerging sound of rock ‘n’ roll. Countless cover versions 
followed, for examples by the Beatles (first performed in 1962 at the Star Club in 
Hamburg) and the Electric Light Orchestra in 1972. 

Music magazine Rolling Stone puts the song at number 97 on its list of the top 500 
greatest songs of all time. 

About the GNTB 
The German National Tourist Board (GNTB) has its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany. It works on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) to 
represent Germany as a tourist destination and is funded by the Ministry in accordance with a 
decision taken by the German Bundestag. The GNTB develops and communicates strategies and 
products to promote Germany’s positive image abroad as a tourist destination and to encourage 
tourists to visit the country. It has 31 agencies around the world to support its activities. More 
information can be found in our online press centre at www.germany.travel/presse. 
 


