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250th anniversary of the birth of Beethoven
A tour of cultural points of interest

Frankfurt am Main, December 2019 — Culturally minded travellers and music lovers can
enjoy Ludwig van Beethoven’s legacy in many places across Germany, in his home city
Bonn and beyond — and in 2020, the 250th anniversary of his birth, as well as in future
years.

In Bonn

Beethoven’s House: The composer was born here in Bonngasse 20. The house is one
of the Rhineland city’s main attractions and showcases the life and legacy of the great
virtuoso. It is home to the world’s largest collection of Beethoven artefacts.

In time for the start of the Beethoven anniversary year, the museum was reopened
during a grand ceremony on 16 December 2019 following extensive renovations to add
more space. On display are more than 150 artefacts such as manuscripts, letters,
paintings, furniture and everyday items from Beethoven’s life.

The Beethoven guided tour links 17 locations in Bonn associated with Beethoven.

The four-week Beethovenfest has been celebrated every autumn since 1845. Ludwig
van Beethoven’s work is at the heart of the 70 or so concerts featuring international
orchestras, ensembles and soloists at more than 20 venues around the city and other
locations in the surrounding Rhineland. Leading artists juxtapose the ‘original’ sound
with the sound of a modern orchestra, there are theatre and dance performances, as
well as education, jazz, and plenty of Beethoven all around.

The Beethoven Week chamber music festival is held in late January, early February.

Beethoven Hall: This heritage-listed concert and events venue on the banks of the
Rhine in Bonn is undergoing refurbishment until 2022. It is the home of the Beethoven
orchestra, whose 106 musicians make it one of the most accomplished on the German
orchestral scene. Every season, the orchestra plays at around 120 opera performances
and 50 concerts.
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Sculptures and monuments: The Beethoven statue on Bonn’s Minsterplatz square is
the creation of sculptor Ernst Hahnel from Dresden. The statue was financed through
donations and unveiled during a ceremony at the first Beethovenfest on 12 August 1845.

Visitors to Bonn’s Rheinaue Park can admire a monumental sculpture of a reclined
Beethoven based on designs drawn up in 1914 by Peter Breuer. A sculpture of
Beethoven’s head created by Franz Rotter in the 1960s was erected in Redoutenpark in
Bonn’s Bad Godesberg district in 2010.

In the public gardens of the Beethoven Hall, Klaus Kammerichs’ concrete sculpture of
Beethoven’s head has been drawing admiring glances since 1990. In 2014, a new
addition to Bonn’s collection of public, outdoor Beethoven statues arrived in Stadtgarten
park in the shape of a partially coloured Beethoven bronze, created by Markus Lupertz.
The gardens of Beethoven's House also feature busts of Beethoven, including the
sculpture by Naum Aronson erected in 1905.

On the Rhine

Beethoven’s Mother’s House in Koblenz-Ehrenbreitstein: The house where Ludwig’s
mother, Maria Magdalena, was born houses an exhibition on her life. On display are
prints and paintings, everyday objects, instruments, and original and replica items from
the archives, as well as depictions of Beethoven and his mother in the art of the 20th
and 21st century.

The former Michaelsberg Abbey in Siegburg: A young Beethoven once played the
organ in the local church, which dominates the townscape and is visible from far and
wide. The abbey’s church can be accessed via the former abbey buildings. It is open
during the daytime and there is no admission charge.

Beethoven Park in Cologne: Occupying an area of just over 40 hectares, this country
park and gardens is one of the many green spaces created in the city during the 1920s.

Across Germany

Augsburg’s Beethoven quarter was established to the west of Schiessgrabenstrasse
between 1880 and 1910 as an affluent residential area. Today, it is one of the most
exclusive areas of the city.
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Berlin State Library: One of the world’s foremost collections of items associated with
Ludwig van Beethoven comprises numerous manuscripts, sketch books, conversation
books and letters, as well as around a third of the composer’s written musical legacy in
the public domain, including the original manuscript of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony,
which is on UNESCO'’s list of intangible world cultural heritage.

The former Schauspielhaus was the venue for the first performance of Beethoven’s
Ninth in Berlin in 1826. Today, chamber music by the musical genius and his
contemporaries takes centre stage in the Beethoven Hall of Berlin Concert Hall on
Gendarmenmarkt square every Saturday afternoon.

Leipzig’s Gewandhaus concert hall and the renowned Gewandhaus Orchestra are
synonymous with memorable performances, conducted by Kurt Masur, of all of
Beethoven'’s symphonies, as well as the annual performances of the Ninth Symphony on
the last days of the year.

At Leipzig’s Museum of Fine Arts, visitors can admire what is probably the best-known
Beethoven sculpture — a work by Max Klinger from 1902 — as well as the contemporary
version by Markus LUpertz in front of the museum.

The Walhalla memorial near Regensburg, the hall of fame of German history and
culture, also houses a bust of the great composer.

Visitors to Nuremberg will find a marble statue of Beethoven, created by sculptor
Konrad Roth in 1927, on a throne in Neutorgraben in the St. Johannis quarter.

The Hanseatic city of Rostock on the Baltic Coast boasts a relief of Beethoven by Paul
Wallat.

Frankfurt: The Beethoven statue in Taunusanlage Park was designed by Georg Kolbe
between 1926 and 1948.

About the GNTB

The German National Tourist Board (GNTB) has its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main,
Germany. It works on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) to
represent Germany as a tourist destination and is funded by the Ministry in accordance with a
decision taken by the German Bundestag. The GNTB develops and communicates strategies and
products to promote Germany’s positive image abroad as a tourist destination and to encourage
tourists to visit the country. It has 31 agencies around the world to support its activities. More
information can be found in our online press centre at www.germany.travel/presse.
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