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Press Information

250th anniversary of the birth of Beethoven in 2020
Cultural tourism highlights for the 2020 Beethoven anniversary

Frankfurt am Main, December 2019 — Beginning on 16 December 2019, all of Germany
will be commemorating the life and work of Beethoven as an artist, humanist, visionary,
nature lover and citizen of the world for a whole year with a vibrant and diverse
programme of events.

The following is a list of cultural events that the GNTB is promoting to tourists as part of
its ‘Discover Beethoven!” campaign. Other dates are listed in the events database at
www.germany.travel, on the microsite and on the official anniversary year website.

From 12 Oct 2019: The Beethoven Story — A guided Beethoven walking tour in Bonn
and the surrounding region. This outdoor multimedia tour covers the time the composer
spent in his home city and in the Rhein-Sieg region and takes in 22 authentic Beethoven
locations that are publicly accessible.

21 Nov 2019 — 13 Sep 2020: Music! Hearing — making — feeling: This inclusive
interactive exhibition at the LVR-LandesMuseum Bonn examines the anthropological
origins of music and explores its universal functions on our planet.

16 Dec 2019: Reopening of the Beethoven House in Bonn: One of the world’s most
popular museums dedicated to a composer is reopening with a gala concert. The
Beethoven House will include an additional 340 square metres of floor space, with its
redesigned permanent exhibition offering a contemporary and interactive Beethoven
experience.

1 Jan — 17 Dec 2020, Freiburg: The city of Freiburg is home to a remarkable variety of
orchestras, run by students for students. Eight of the best student symphony orchestras
will be performing a series of concerts featuring all nine of Beethoven’s symphonies.

16 Jan — 9 Feb 2020: Beethoven Week in Bonn: Beethoven’s chamber music is being
performed in its entirety for the first time.
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14 Mar — 3 May 2020, Beethoven’s Mother’s House, Koblenz: My son Ludwig: This
evocative play, performed in the house where Beethoven’s mother Maria Magdalena
was born and where she died, features a pianist and the composer’s music.

In 2020, the Dresden State Orchestra will launch a Beethoven cycle comprising the
First to Fifth Symphonies. The orchestra’s Beethoven interpretations first came to
prominence under the conductorship of Richard Wagner, whose performances of the
Ninth Symphony in the Palm Sunday concerts from 1846 onwards have gone down in
classical music history.

14 Apr 2020, Osnabrickhalle: The German National Youth Orchestra begins its Easter
session with Beethoven’s Third Symphony, Eroica, along with a new work by Mark
Barden that was specially commissioned for BTHVN 2020 by the German Music Council.

From 12 Jun 2020: Open-air opera at Schwerin Castle — Fidelio: For the
Schlossfestspiele festival, Beethoven’s only opera is performed against the magnificent
backdrop of this historical residence set in the middle of a lake.

20 Jun 2020: A celebration of Beethoven in the gardens of Rheinsberg Palace:
Distinguished ensembles and the up-and-coming young soloists of the Rheinsberg
Chamber Opera perform in an outstanding event for the Beethoven anniversary year
that links music and nature and features both famous and seldom heard works.

5 Jul 2020: MDR Summer of Music, Schloss Waldenburg, Young Talent 3: Winners
of the EnviaM music competition perform works by Beethoven and Dvorak with two MDR
musicians, Vera and Norbert Hilger, at Schloss Waldenburg.

14 Aug Kurhaus Wiesbaden / 15 Aug Tauber Philharmonic, Weikersheim / 16 Aug
Kongress Palais, Kassel: The German National Youth Orchestra and the World Youth
Choir start their 2020 summer tour in Bonn by combining Beethoven’s masterpiece with
the premiere of a work by Tan Dun.

30 Aug 2020: The Ninth Symphony at the Festival Theatre, Bayreuth: In 1872,
Richard Wagner conducted the Ninth Symphony at the Margravial Opera House to
celebrate the laying of the foundation stone for the Festival Theatre. There were further
performances to mark the resumption of the festival in 1951, for the 150th anniversary of
Wagner’s birth in 1963, and in 2001 for the 50th anniversary of the New Bayreuth.

6 Sep 2020 Elbphilharmonie, Hamburg: Heiner Goebbels: New Work. A cycle for the
Ensemble Modern Orchestra (2020).

Supported by:

o, SRPAET

% Federal Ministry
T for Economic Affairs
German National Phone: +49 69 97464-262 and Energy

Tourist Board (GNTB) Fax: +49 69 97464-233
Beethovenstrasse 69 presse@germany.travel
60325 Frankfurt am Main

Travel Destination Germany on the basis of a decision

Germany © German National Tourist Board by the German Bundestag



www.germany.travel

The travel destination

Germany @

17. Dec 2020 Final Concert Bonn Opera House: Daniel Barenboim conducts the IX.
Symphony with the West-Eastern-Divan Orchestra and the European Choral Association
— Europa Cantat

About the GNTB

The German National Tourist Board (GNTB) has its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main,
Germany. It works on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) to
represent Germany as a tourist destination and is funded by the Ministry in accordance with a
decision taken by the German Bundestag. The GNTB develops and communicates strategies and
products to promote Germany’s positive image abroad as a tourist destination and to encourage
tourists to visit the country. It has 31 agencies around the world to support its activities. More
information can be found in our online press centre at www.germany.travel/presse.

Supported by:

ﬁ Federal Ministry
T for Economic Affairs

German National Phone: +49 69 97464-262 and Energy
Tourist Board (GNTB) Fax: +49 69 97464-233
Beethovenstrasse 69 presse@germany.travel

60325 Frankfurt am Main Travel Destination Germany on the basis of a decision
Germany © German National Tourist Board by the German Bundestag



